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the pseudo-Romanism of the German Empire,
giving to the claims of the Princes a theoretical
authority which, in the hands of the great
French cardinals, was found to be irresistible.
These views gained currency, and the electoral
states pressed them with effect at Osnabriick
and Miinster to safeguard their own indepen-
dence. The Treaty of Westphalia recognised
the sovereignty and independence of the con-
stituent states, and thus put an end to the
Emperor's direct rule over those areas which
were not his hereditary possessions. No direct
interference was henceforth possible in the
affairs of the states. All matters of common
concern were to be decided by the Diet, which
consisted of the Envoys of the Electors, Princes
and the Free Cities of the Empire. The sub-
jects which the Diet alone had the right to deal
with included :
1.  Making war and peace.for the Empire.
2.  Levying of contributions.
3.  Making of common laws.
The peculiarity of the Empire as reconstituted
was that it had no common treasury, no proper
imperial courts; no system of common defence,
since the quota system could not be enforced,